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DAYTON, Ohio, June 23, 1975 --- Reverend Paul R. Shanley, assigned by Boston's
cardinal Medeiros to a "Ministry to the Gay and Bisexual Communities" will speak
at the University of Dayton July 10, 7:30 PM in the Kennedy Union as part of the
Religion in Life Series.
Devoting years of assistance to runaways, drug users, and alienated youth,
Father Shanley believes that homosexuality and bisexuality are neither sinful
nor sick.
His current ass1gnment includes saying Mass and ministering to homosexuals
and counseling their parents.
"Probably half the parents of homosexual boys and young men throw their
sons out of the house 'I'hen they find out," says the 44 year old Fr. Shanley.
"It's incredible the ease with which parents can destroy one of the strong.
est bonds in humanity.

I remember 20 years ago Catholics throwing their children

out if they married a Protestant.

I remember 10 years ago parents disowning their

children as cowards because they were conscientious objectors.

Today many parents

will put their children out because they happen to be homosexual."
In his recent work, Fr. Shanley organized and directored Rivendell,
a farm in Vermont for troubled youth.

His current plans are the purchase ot a

former inn in a small Massachusetts town just outside of Boston.

He plans to call

the inn "Exodus" and encourage homosexuals to spend a few days or a week tor a
normal social and spiritual life.
A former Lecturer in Clinical Psychology at Harvard, he presently teaches
a graduate course in "Changing Sexuality? at Boston College.

